In this preliminary chapter, we analyse the two dimen¬ sions we believe hold greatest relevance to the gated housing estate phenomenon in general and which contribute most to studying its social production. Firstly, we interpret the phenomenon as a specific socio-spatial form with a defined physical morphology and with specific social characteristics, causes As a unique socio-spatial form, the phenomenon can broadly be interpreted as a form of segregation as it translates into space already existing social boundaries. It can be distinguished from other known forms of segregation through the unique association of two traits: 1) the use of physical-architectural barriers and 2) its voluntary character. The gated housing estates use a specific «method» to obtain the spatial consecration of social inequality -«architectural policing» (Davis 1990) -and in this case the method is not applied to a «territory of rejection» (VieillardBaron 1996) nor to an «involuntarily defined popu¬ lation group held to be, and treated, as inferior by the dominant society» (Marcuse 1997: 232) (Lawrence 1993 (Fishman 1987 (Salgueiro 1997) , «due to the late development of industrial capitalism, and of a formal urban planning culture» (Malheiros 2002:115 
